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JUNE UNITS

HOUSING AND HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE HOMELESS

SNAPSHOTS OF THE HOMELESS

Mary, a 55 year old woman with diabetes, hypertensionsavere back problems recently
lost her job because of health problems. With mailfg no health insurance or other
resources, eventually she became homeless.

Jack has suffered from serious mental illness for maggry.He lived on the streets of
Bethesda until outreach workers finally persuadettb seek help at a shelter.

Bill is a college graduate who, after a bad automobtd&lant became addicted to
prescription drugs, went through a divorce, lostjob and spiraled down into homelessness.

Come to the June units to hear how Montgomery Countis addressing the problems of
the homeless through its multiple community partneships and innovative programs to
provide housing and health services to this needyopulation.



League of Women Voters of
Montgomery County

Executive Committee:
President

Diane Hibino 263-9876
Communications VP
Elaine Apter 438-8707
Program VP

Jean Clarren 460-7146
Action VP

Connie Tonat 279-7796
Secretary

Ruth Erk 572-2156
Treasurer

Linna Barnes 654-3604

Committees:

Ag Reserve

Margaret Chasson 942-0497
Alternative Election Study
Barbara Sanders 587-1323
Education

Carla Satinsky 424-2255
Health

Laura Ryan 493-4318
Housng

Melpi Jeffries 530-5452
International Relations
Judy Whiton 963-9432
Ruth Hayn 598-4999
Judical Independence
Marlene Cohn 942-1751
Land Use

Aleen Starkweather 570-202%

Making Democracy Work
Barbara Sanders 587-1323
Natural Resources

Linda Silversmith 294-0566
Network for Children

Pat Plunkett 585-2891
Social Policy

Marilyn Smith 530-4746
Transportation

Harry Sanders 587-1323

Membership
Luda Shields 384-4098

Newsletter Editors
Maxine Lewack 384-8255
Nancy Zaharko 460-1419

*All phone # area code 301

D
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What a full and interesting year it has been foras@resident -

from a focus on larger issues like immigration refand world

poverty to the Maryland special session and theesglent

general session to local concerns on transit, gotiethods,

gangs, BRAC and the homeless. | feel that the lie'adirst

priority, though, is to educate the public on tloditgral process
and we spent countless hours registering voteosiyaing the Voters' Guide,
updating voting and elected officials brochures)digcting candidates'
forums and answering the Election Hotline during #il engrossing election
season. Thanks to the many members who have hoivorked on these
activities but who stepped up to remind me of tabks needed to be done as
| took on my responsibilities for the first timespecially to Cindy Snow, the
institutional memory of Montgomery County Leagueigiions, in her
capacity as Office Manager, and for Nancy Soreggidance.

Montgomery County will be recognized at the June 13 national
convention of the LWVUS in Portland, Oregon, asaarard winner among
large Leagues for our success in converting naltioe@gue members to local
members. We all need to be "membership chairaSkoand encourage
League membership with friends, colleagues, amiblic events. Pick up
membership brochures from the office. Speakinthefational convention,
your LWVMC delegates include: Debbie Ehrensteiarliara Hankins, Ann
Jackson, Pat Plunkett, Linda Silversmith, Ralphkivigtand myself. If you
have suggestions to make to any one of us, feeltérelo so now. | look
forward to the camaraderie and rejuvenation ofgaerthat is contagious in
the large gathering. We'll be sure to report hackou.

To plan for next year, we get to enjoy the buceétting of Hallowood in
Comus, MD as your Board, Directors and all membetis portfolios come
together in our June 25 Retreat. This time we mall only share ideas and
opinions but we will also take the time to check the flora and fauna of the
grounds in a mid-day exercise. We will preparediorexciting year with
presidential and Congressional elections, statetiglestions, two LWV of
Maryland studies and our local activities and stadiMore to come.

This is the final Newsletter of the current 200023ear. The next issue
will be the September issue. We will be losing Max_ewack as co-editor
but we are very grateful for her efforts these pastand half years. Thanks
S0 much, Maxine.

One more thing: Iinvite all to attend Big Traim$®eball on Friday evening
June 27 where | will throw out the first pitch fiie college summer league
game at Shirley Povich field in Cabin John Regidralk. We will be
registering new voters too. | must start pracgtifree tickets will be
available in the League office. We'll also registeters at the Saturday July
19 baseball game. Call Miriam Dessureau if youloalp out. Have a
wonderful and relaxing summer. Let's get back tiogiein September
refreshed and ready for a great year.

A heartfelt thanks to everyone,
Diane Hibino

June 2008



JUNE EVENTS CALENDAR

5 Thurs Unit Council, 10:15 anWWVMC office
9-12 Mon-Thurs Units except for Patuxent: Hagsaind Healthcare for Homeless
Consensus

13-17 Fri-Tues  LWVUS Convention - Portlande@on
17  Tues SPECIAL ELECTION FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4

18 Wed Program Calendar Meetinidp \Wesource Committee Chairs,
10:00 am, LWVMC officcall Jean Clarren 301 460 7146

19  Thurs Patuxent Unit meets

25 Wed LWVMC New Board/Old Boarétreat, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

27 Fri Big Train Summer Lead@®eeseball and Voter Registration; Diane

throws out the fipstch.

JUNE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Always call the chairperson to verify time and lbca

16 Mon Health Committee will meet funcheon, 12 noon, home of Eva
Feder, 9609 Wadsw@thBethesda, 301 530 7621

26 Thurs International Relations Catter, home of Ruth Gruenberg, 4018
Ingersol Dr, Silverryg. Call Judy Whitton, 301 963 9432 or Ruth
Hayn, 301 598 4999

OTHER COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Area code is 301 unless otherwise noted

Ag Reserve, Margaret Chasson, 942 0497 MB#vbara Sanders, 587 1323

Education, Carla Satinsky, 424 2255 Natural Resources, Linda Silversmith, 294 0566
Housing, Melpi Jeffries, 530 5452 Network for Children, Pat Plunkett, 585 2891
Land Use, Aleen Starkweather, 570 2025 ngpartation, Harry Sanders, 587 1323

COMING IN JULY AND AUGUST

July 4 Fri Office Closed
July 19 Sat 5:00 pm Big Train Baseball LWVMGter Registration
Aug 14 Thurs Deadline for Septenmwsletter

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

Licensed, Insured

Nancy Anderson MHIC 65167
Anne Armstrong

Helen Beachem

Lili Burd

Suzanne Dater
Dorothy  Faust
Margaret Hansen
Barbara Ratner

NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

MIKE EIDLIN (301) 871-9563
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MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK

Many thanks to the Leaguers who have done extra
Polling Support Program duty for the April

primary and May general election for County
Council District 4. We appreciate your assistance
as well as the extra funds for our budget. We have
one more PPSP event this month - the special
election to fill the Congressional District 4 seat
Tuesday, June 1We are looking for additional
volunteers to cover the 17 routes on that day,
between 8:00 am and 1:00 pnsince some of our
regulars are out of town at the LWVUS

convention and elsewhere. The program is open to
all and a training session can be arranged if you
are brand-new to the PSPP. Please help out the
League and the Board of Elections. Call
coordinator Judy Morenoff, 301 908 8465, or e-
mail Judith.Morenoff@montgomerycountymd. gtiy
volunteer or learn more about the program

Barbara Sanders, Chair MDW

MARYLAND WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME

On March 12, Riderwood Unit member Pauline
Herkowitz Menes was inducted into the 2008
Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame. The ceremony
took place in the Miller Senate Office Building,
Annapolis, and was followed by a reception at
Government House.

Established in 1985, the Hall of Fame honors

Maryland women who have made unique and
lasting contributions to the economic, political,
cultural and social life of the state. It also pd®s
visible role models for tomorrow’s leaders.

Former Delegate Menes received two standing
ovations when she was honored for four decades
of service in the Maryland General Assembly.
Menes, who represented District 21 from 1966 to
2007, became the first president of the Women’s
Legislative Caucus in 1974. She was also tHe 11
woman to join the ranks of the Assembly.

Reprinted from_The VillageGate, April 2008
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KENTLANDS TOUR

The Land Use Committee sponsored a tour to
learn more about Form Based Codes. The tour was
of Kentlands which was built prior to Form Based
Codes but illustrated the need for more flexible
zoning techniques.

Jennifer Russel, Director of Planning with
Rodgers Consulting, and Trudy Schwarz,
Community Planning Director for the City of
Gaithersburg led the tour. Both were involved in
the original planning of Kentlands 20 years ago
and could offer many insights.

Kentlands is a neo-traditional community, the
basic intent of which was to recreate a small town
feel with narrow streets, ample sidewalks, schools,
parks and shops integrated with a mix of housing
types and prices, all within walking distance, to
encourage neighborly interaction. When Joseph
Alfandre presented his vision to the City of
Gaithersburg, there was no legal mechanism that
would allow the project. In 1988, the City’'s
ordinance was amended to add a Mixed Use
Development Zone. The zone is a precursor to the
Form Based Code.

The Land Use Committee and other Leaguers who
joined the tour were favorably impressed with the
walkable community; considering the emphasis
now on reducing use of cars, the planners were
very far-sighted. Now if they could incorporate
more alternative energy sources and reductions in
energy consumption, they would really be the
design of the future. Go and see for yourself how
Kentlands is a very livable community.

Aleen Starkweather, Land Use Chair
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NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

For those who were unable to join us at the green
school tour, here are two websites where you can
learn more about the features that make it a green
school: a website for the school is
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/
greatsenecacreekes/leed.shtia website for the

firm involved in its construction telling about the
material used is
http://www.dcd.com/case_studies/0711071140.html

Great Seneca Creek, Montgomery County’s first
“green” school has earned a gold LEEDs
certificate. For more information about other
MCPS green activities, there is an online
newsletter at
http://www.montgomeryscchoolsmd.org/departme
nts/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/01 2007 _MCPS
GB_Newsletter

Linda Silversmith,Chair

NETWORK FOR CHILDREN

Our members have been keeping up with the early
childhood issues, particularly budget issues fer th
very important “Infants and Toddlers” program.
This program follows all newborn children from
birth, watching for physical or neurological issues
which if addressed early, would be much more
easily dealt with than when found later on . The
program is funded by funded by federal, state and
local agencies. At the last minute, Maryland
Governor O’Malley offered $6.4 million to keep it
going, and after negotiations among all parties, th
final amount was $4.6 million. This money makes
it possible to continue and grow the program.

Universal pre-K, providing all-day programs for
all 3-4 year olds, was stalled by budget shortfalls
as a new effort, but Councilwoman Valerie Ervin,
the program’s champion, has secured promises
that it will be included as soon as possible. Rre-
programs have shown that reaching children as
early as possible yields important dividends later
as the child matures, and avoids many pitfalls.
“Infants and Toddlers” and “Pre-K” obviously
complement each other.
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Branching out to middle school age with after-
school and out-of-school activities came naturally,
and units in late 2007 engendered much interest
and many questions as to how to manage and fund
such programs. This year the Collaboration
Council for Children, Youth and Families, which
has been working on this issue for some time,
launched an ambitious partnership strategy “Excel
Beyond the Bell: Connecting the Dots for Youth”

at the Shady Grove Conference Center on May 29.
This effort coincides with strategies to deal with
gangs, middle school dropouts and issue
confronting immigrant youth.

The Committee expects to be actively involved in
all the above issues next year, and we invite gou t
join us.

Pat Plunkett, Chair

GANG ACTIVITY IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

LWVMC held its final (2007-2008) Brown Bag
Supper at the Wheaton Regional Library on
Monday, April 28. The topic was Gang Activity in
Montgomery County. The forum was well
attended, almost seventy participants, with most of
the audience from community organizations and
neighborhoods which were experiencing an
increase in “gang activity.”

The three panelists were Phil Andrews, County
Council member and member of the Public Safety
Committee, Tom Manger, Montgomery County
Chief of Police and Chuck “Coach” Carter from
the County Executive office and a specialist on
“Gang Activities.”

Each skilled and experienced presenter led a
discussion about the increased activity in gang
behavior from the point of view of either

intervention techniques or prevention by offering
alternative activities. Each speaker was challenged
with pointed questions from citizens of various
neighborhood groups. The Einstein School Cluster
seemed to be very well represented and concerned.
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A fact sheet, prepared by the Crime Analysis
section of the Montgomery County Department of
Police, offered the following information for gang
membership at the end of 2007: there were 40
active gangs in the county; active members totaled
about 1,200; the total of Hispanic gang members
increased by 90 individuals, but the number of
primarily Hispanic gangs remained constant; there
is a trend of gangs becoming more mixed race-
wise. A table prepared in January, 2008, showed
that there were gangs in all of the six Patrol
Districts of the county. A graph showed that gang
related crime totals had risen almost 50% from
2006 and 2007, although it accounts for only 1%
of crime county wide. (There may be more in
certain areas of the county than others.)

The Recreation Department has been actively
involved in implementing strategies as alternatives
to participating in gang activities. Some of these
consist of expanding the Sports Academies
program in select high schools, the RecExtra
program which implements after school activities
for middle school students and other activities
sponsored by the Teen Team, and Summer Fun
centers in Germantown and Olney. In addition to
asking for additional funding, the Department has
been investigating revenue neutral activities and
collaborating with Community Centers, libraries,
HHS and nonprofit and faith-based groups.

This “Brown Bag” was actively promoted in local
newspapers and the turnout was responsive. This
appears to be a timely and important concern of
many citizens and we were privileged to hear
some points of view that we might otherwise not
have been aware of. We also were happy to have
been of service to the community in this way.
LWVMC is about to begin a two-year study of
“Gangs in our Communities” and this meeting was
a stimulating and interesting introduction to the
topic. We were very impressed with our panelists,
and hope to hear from them as we commence our
study.

Connie Tonat and Maxine Lewack
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COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL
ADVOCATES OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

Court Appointed Special Advocates of
Montgomery County {CASA) is currently
searching for new Board members as well as
volunteers.

CASA is a volunteer organization working with
hundreds of children who have been placed in
foster care due to abuse and neglect. Court
Appointed Special Advocates are volunteers
appointed by the Juvenile Court and trained to
gather information about each child’s situation,
and submit reports and recommendations to the
Court. Advocates provide a level of advocacy that
the child welfare system cannot afford to provide
without volunteers.

Board Membership is strictly voluntary. Members
must be willing to attend six meetings a year from
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at the CASA office in Rockville. They
must also serve on committees, advise staff and be
available when called upon to assist with Board
endeavors.

If interested, or for more information, contact
Arlene Hillerson by phone at 301 758 7271 or
e-mail atabtrent@aol.com

Pat Plunkett, Network for Children

Note from Cindy

Hi All. With another League year coming to an eind,
want to thank all the WONDERFUL volunteers who
have helped in and out of the office. We havesybu
office in Montgomery County and | couldn’t keep up
without you. Thanks for your help.

Summer Office Hours will stay the same. However,
the office may be closed some days other than4ftly
and Labor Day. So, please call to make sureapen
before coming to the office.

We will be busy in the office this summer gettihg t
2009 calendars ready for September. Now is a good
time to find new outlets to sell our calendars.efe
that in mind when you are out and about.
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RIDERWOQOD

ROCKVILLE PM

TUESDAY AM

TAKOMA PARK/
SILVER SPRING

ROSSMOOR

BETHESDA/
POTOMAC

WED NOON

WHITE OAK

PATUXENT
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JUNE UNIT MEETINGS

1:00 pm

3:30 pm

10:00 am

7:30 pm

9:30 am

9:30 am

11:30 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

MONDAY, June 9

Montgomery Station Craft Room, cadingy Allison,
301 586 0067

LWVMC office,12216 Parklawn Dr.,Sult@1,

Rockville. Dinner after meeting, locationkte

determined. Call Judy Davis, 240 342 2480
TUESDAY, June 10

Sarah Corbett's home, 415 Russel, Ape415,
Gaithersburg, 301 987 6790

Coffield Community Center, 2450 Lyi$gille Rd,
Silver Spring, call Sylvia Olivetti, 301 495 0714
WEDNESDAY, June 11

Clubhouse I, 3701 Rossmoor Blvdl Klaine Apter,
301 438 8707

Cathy McGuire’s home, 4611 RoxHdrye,
Bethesda, 301 493 6382. Potluck Lunch to follow.

Pat Laine’s home, 15013 WestburyHxtkville,
Call 301 929 1426. Salad Potluck Lunch ttofe.

THURSDAY, JUNE 12

Carol Dank’s home, 2@%almouth Drive, Silver
Spring, call 301 622 0366. Potluck Luncliditow.

THURSDAY, June 19

Jackie Hoke’'some, 5914 Trotter Rd, Clarksville
Call 410 531 0281. Potluck to follow.
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MEMBER SURVEY ~ 2008-09

Name Phone

Email

Address

Zip

Checking an item does not obligate you. It means you may get a phone call requesting help. You
will receive training and further information before being asked to do any task. Some jobs take
only an hour or two. Some require a longer commitment. You determine how much you can do.
Even if you are unable to attend meetings there are ways to help. Please check all areas that are

of interest.

VOTER SERVICES, CITIZEN EDUCATION
Registering voters
Election hotline
Polling Place Support Program
Candidate Forums
Voters Guide: Production / Distribution
League materials: Production/Distribution
Speakers Bureau

ACTION
Calling or writing to officials
Serving on Boards and Commissions
Present testimony in Annapolis for LWVMD
Report from State Circle Reporter
Lobby Corps

HELPING IN THE OFFICE
Occasional office coverage
Newsletter production / mailing
Spot Jobs (mailings / special projects)
Data Entry
Scheduling / calling for office help

MEMBER TALENTS
Public Relations / Press Outreach
Editing / Proofreading
Bookkeeping / CPA / Auditing Skills
Do you speak another language?
Which one(s):

Do you have computer skills such as: statistical
analysis, graphic design, database design,
desktop publishing, etc? Which one(s):

If there is something else you would like to do to

LEAGUE FINANCE

Fundraising Committee

Helping with  municipal & condo elections
Flower Bulb Sales

Calendar Sales

Corporate Outreach

Special Events

MEMBERSHIP

Membership Committee: Outreach & Events
Welcome calls to prospective & new
members

Providing transportation for members

RESOURCE COMMITTEES

Agriculture Reserve

Education

Gangs in Montgomery County Study
Health Care

Housing

International Relations

Judicial Independence

Land Use Planning

Local Campaign Finance Practices Study
Making Democracy Work

Natural Resources

Network for Children

Pedestrian / Bike Safety Study
Social Policy

Transportation

help, please tell us here:

PLEASE mail to LWVMC, 12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852.
THE LEAGUE DEPENDS ON ITS MEMBERS TO FULFILL ITS MISSION OF EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY.

LWVMC Newsletter No. 10
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JOIN US: A unique volunteer, nonpartisan, grassroots, insgtie organization, to study, lobby, educate,
testify and observeFounded in 1920: The League of Women Voters promotes political resgality
through informed, active participation in governmen
LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC., 12216 Parklawn Dr. , Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852
Tel: 301-984-9585; FAX: 301-984-9586; email: lww@erols.com; website: www.lwvmd.org/mont

NAME:

ADDRESS:
Tel: (H) email:
ANNUAL DUES: Regular Membership $60.00
2" member, same house $30.00
Student Membership $15.00
Make check payable t0NVMC TOTAL:

Dues include membership in LWVUS, LWVMD, LWV/NCA, LWVMC, subscriptions to LWVMC Newslettey the

Maryland Voterand the National Voter.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

How do you know if your dues are about to expire?Check your mailing label. The date in the tati
corner of your mailing label is your expiration elat

This Newsletteiis published by
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC. LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

- CITIZEN EDUCATION FUND OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY MD, INC.
12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 101

Tel: (301) 984-9585 Rockville, MD 20852-1710

Fax: (301) 984-9586
email: wvmc@erols.com

President: Diane Hibino
Co-Editors: Maxine Lewack
Nancy Zaharko

Email submissions to:
newsletter@mont.LWVMD.org

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri; 10:00am-3:00pm
Tuesday: 1pm-5:30pm

DATED MATERIAL

2007/2008, No. 10 June 2008
Deadline for September Newsletter

August 14 June 2008



